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She answered me, stammering, that she had not been destined in the first place for the throne of France, and that this want of forethought had injured her education; then, feeling a spark of courage in her heart, she said that the late Queen had more than once confided to her that the Court of France was disorderly in its fashions, because it was never the Princesses who gave it its tone as elsewhere.
Madame de Maintenon perceived quickly the consequences of this saying; for the peace of the Princess, she retorted quickly, " In France, the Princesses are so kind and obliging as to follow the fashions; but the good examples and good tone comes to us from our Princes, and our only merit is to imitate them with ingenuity."it; while the English, Polish, Russian and German accent is inharmonious in itself, and is lost with great difficulty here."
